
NEW JERSEY UTILITY AUTHORITIES JOINT INSURANCE FUND 
OPEN MINUTES 

MAY 27, 2020 
MEETING HELD ELECTRONICALLY 

10:30 AM 
 

Meeting of Executive Committee called to order by Frank Pestana, Chairman. Open Public 
Meetings notice read into record. 
 
ROLL CALL OF 2020 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:  
Frank Pestana, Chairman  North Bergen MUA     Present 
Bernard Rutkowski   Toms River MUA     Present 
Brian Bigler    Secaucus MUA     Present 
Michael Gianforte   Two Rivers Water Reclamation Authority  Present 
Justin Flancbaum   Lakewood MUA     Absent 
Thomas Horn    Lambertville MUA     Present 
Richard Brand    East Windsor MUA     Present 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ALTERNATES: 
Jill Plesnarski, Alt#1   Readington-Lebanon SA    Present 
Gary Vaccaro, Alt #2   Brick MUA      Present 
Bernard Bujak, Alt#3                         South Monmouth Regl. SA    Present 
 
        
APPOINTED OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Executive Director/Adm   Perma Risk Management  
       Cathleen Kiernan 
    
Attorney     Berry, Sahradnik, Kotzas & Benson, P.C. 
       Robert Budesa  
 
Auditor     Nisivoccia, LLC      

Jenna Bauer, Candy Leonard 
 
Claims Service    Qual-Lynx 

Chris Roselli 
   
Safety Director    JA Montgomery Risk Control 
       Brian Maitland 
        
Managed Care     QualCare 
       Donna Setzer 
        
Underwriting Manager   Capacity Coverage  
       Jon Ziman 
     
MEL Underwriting Manager   Conner Strong & Buckelew 
       Edward Cooney 



 
Treasurer      Stuart Neuhof 
 
 
FUND COMMISSIONERS AND ALTERNATES PRESENT: 
George Lewis, Passaic Valley WC 
Brad Rosenthal, Cape May County MUA 
Lana Carden, Plainfield MUA 
Jonathan Sears, Stony Brook Regional Sewerage Authority 
 
 
ALSO PRESENT: 
Michael Avalone, Conner Strong & Buckelew 
Chuck Casagrande, Danskin Insurance 
John Casagrande, Danskin Insurance 
Dominic Cinelli, Brown & Brown 
Amy Pieroni, Reliance Insurance 
Lindsay Travali, Reliance Insurance 
Kathy Young, Alamo Insurance 
Tom Fitzpatrick, Fairview Insurance 
Michael McLaughlin, Marsh 
Jeff Kurtz, Governmental Risk Management Asso. 
George Crosby, Business and Governmental Insurance 
Craig Josephsen, David M Hundertmark Agency 
Peter Soriero, Allied Risk Management 
Alex Villari, Barclay Insurance Group 
Jennifer Olsen, Hardenbergh Insurance Group 
Robyn Walcoff, PERMA 
Jennifer Conicella, PERMA 
Bradford Stokes, PERMA Risk Management 
Karen A. Read, PERMA Risk Management 
Brandon Tracy, PERMA Risk Management 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: April 22, 2020 Open Minutes.  
 

MOTION TO APPROVE APRIL 22, 2020 OPEN AND CLOSED 
MINUTES.   

 
  Moved:   Commissioner Gianforte 

   Second:   Commissioner Horn 
   Vote:    Unanimous  
 
CORRESPONDENCE: None 
 
 
REPORTS: 

 



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT: Monthly report submitted to Executive Committee 
including monthly Fast-track Accident Frequency, Fast-track financial report, Claim Activity 
Report, Claims Management Exception Report, Interest Rate Summary Comparison, Monthly 
Loss Ratio by fund year and line of coverage and Monthly and Annual Regulatory Checklist. 
Executive Director said through March 31st the Financial Fast Track stands at $3.9 million up 
$100,000 from year end with all years are in a positive position.   
 
Executive Director said on the Loss Ratio Report all Fund years with the exception of the current 
year are either at or just below the actuarial target. The Lost Time Accident Frequency for March 
stands at 1.13 compared to 1.36 this time last year.  This report is being generated without 
Covid-19 claims.  The NJUA JIF only had one reported Covid-19 claim. Executive Director said 
for the EPL Compliance report this is where you have to put your policies in place in order to 
maintain those levels of deductibles. This is what will be in place until 2021 and will stay in 
place if you become complaint.   
 
Executive Committee Alternate Vacancy:  There is an alternate Executive Committee vacancy 
since Ivy Robinson is no longer with the Plainfield MUA.  Nominating Committee will make its 
recommendation to fill the vacancy at the meeting.  Commissioner Bigler said the nominating 
committee met and are nominating Brad Rosenthal of Cape May County MUA as Alternate #4 to 
fill the vacancy left my Ivy Robinson that is no longer with Plainfield MUA. 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE BRAD ROSENTHAL AS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
ALTERNATE FUND COMMISSIONER   

 
Moved:   Commissioner Gianforte 

   Second:   Commissioner Brand 
   Vote:    Unanimous  
 
Audit Report and Actuary Year End Report: The financial audit for the period ending 
December 31, 2019 will be ready for review and approval at the June meeting and will filed with 
the Departments of Insurance and Community Affairs by the June 30th deadline. 

 
2020 Coverage Documents - The Fund office will begin distributing the 2020 coverage 
documents to all Fund Commissioners and Risk Managers via email in late May. 
 
MEL Meeting:  The MEL Board of Fund Commissioners conducted a special meeting on May 1st 
to introduce the 2021 budget.  The public hearing has been scheduled for June 3, 2020.  The 
purpose of this meeting is to introduce the 2021 Rate Table on first reading and to schedule the 
public hearing for the June 3, 2020 meeting. Taking action in June will facilitate the local JIFs in 
planning for their budgets this Fall. Attached is Commissioner Bernard Rutkowski’s report on the 
meeting. 

 
MEL Cyber Task Force: The MEL’s Cyber Task Force met on May 15th.  The Task Force has 
begun the process of revising the MEL’s Cyber Risk Management Program.  Executive Director 
said the Task Force has been in quite a bit of discussions and it may take some time until the 
process is revised. 
 



Online Elected Officials Training: Every year, the MEL holds training seminars for elected 
officials and credits a member’s assessment by $250 for each municipal elected officials and 
chief operating officer that completes the course. This year’s elected officials training program 
focuses on Preventing Child Abuse and Protecting Public Entities from the liabilities imposed by 
new legislation concerning sexual molestation. Attached are the directions to take the course 
through the MEL’s Learning Management System. The deadline has now been officially 
extended from May 1st to June 1st.   
 
EPL Compliance Program:  Attached is a memorandum outlining this year’s Employment 
Practices Liability Program, including manual/handbook updates and training requirements.  The 
MEL contracted with a law firm to conduct a comprehensive review of the model personnel 
manual/handbook. As a result, the compliance deadline for all elements of the compliance 
program have been pushed back to June of 2021. The MEL’s Model Personnel Committee met to 
review the new forms; MEL Board of Fund Commissioner approval is on target for its June 3rd 
meeting.   

     
Employees and Volunteers protecting Children Training: The MEL developed a new training 
program on protecting children which is already on the Learning Management System.  Attached 
are the directions to take the course. Please visit the MEL’s webpage – www.njmel.org to read 
more on this topic, which includes this training, model documents and resource guide.  

 
Safety Expo 2020: The NJUA Safety Expo scheduled for June 19th at the Middlesex Fire 
Academy has been cancelled.  The Safety Committee will continue to monitor events before 
decide whether to hold the September date.   
 
EJIF Inspection Program: In an effort to continue inspection services to EJIF members during the 
current health crisis, the EJIF authorized its Environmental Engineer to provide remote support 
services.  
 
League Magazine Ad: Attached is the latest in the series of “Power of Collaboration” ad that 
will appear in the League of Municipalities magazine. The ad highlights the resources, financial 
strength and collaborative power of the MEL to assist its members during a public health crisis. 
 
Legislation Update:  The MEL Legislative Committee reviewed Assemblymen Benson and 
Coughlin Bill A-3971 and Senator Singleton Bill S-2475 and is strongly supporting its adoption. 
The companion bills authorize local units to issue “coronavirus relief bonds” to allow them to 
borrow money, with a ten-year payback period, to cover shortfalls and unanticipated costs that 
are a direct result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  The MEL is expected to adopt the attached 
Resolution supporting these bills at its June 3rd meeting.  

 
 

The MEL Legislative Committee is asking local affiliated JIFs and their member entities to 
consider adopting a resolution supporting these bill as well.  Attached is Resolution 21 - 20 
supporting the legislation.   

 
Motion to adopt Resolution #21-20 Supporting Assembly Bill 3971 and 
Senate Bill 2475. 

 



Moved:   Commissioner Gianforte 
   Second:   Commissioner Rutkowski 
   Vote:    Unanimous  
 
2020 Financial Disclosures: In light of the circumstances surrounding COVID-19, the Local 
Finance Board, at its meeting of April 22, 2020, voted to extend the date at which the Board 
would take enforcement action against non-fillers of the 2020 FDS until July 31, 2020 from the 
statutory deadline of April 30, 2020.  The Board appreciates and recognizes the dedication of 
local government officers and employees during this difficult time.  To date, 66 of NJUA 
Commissioners have completed the filing. 
 
 
TREASURER:   
 
Treasurer Nehuof said there was a need to void check #2390 in the amount of $12,721.47 which 
changes the total of the Bills List to $658,801.65.  Executive Director requested to include the 
Monroe RMC payment of $3,806.47 in this Bills List as well.  Treasurer Nehouf said the new 
total would then be $662,608.12 
 

VOUCHER PAYMENTS (BILL LIST) 
    2020  $   662,608.12 
     

 
CONFIRMATION OF CLAIMS' PAYMENTS/CERTIFICATION OF CLAIMS' 
TRANSFERS DURING MONTH OF APRIL 2020:  

 
 Closed:    $                 .00 

    2016:     $      21,512.91 
    2017:                             $      12,605.28 
    2018     $      13,282.69 
    2019     $    130,206.87 
    2020     $      41,082.18 
    Total:                             $    218,689.93 
 

 
MOTION TO APPRROVE AMENDED MAY BILLS LIST, CONFIRM CLAIMS' 
PAYMENTS/CERTIFICATION OF CLAIMS' TRANSFERS DURING MONTH 
OF APRIL 2020 CLAIMS AND ACCEPT TREASURER’S REPORT:  

 
Moved:   Commissioner Gianforte 

   Second:   Commissioner Bigler 
   Roll Call Vote:  7 Ayes, 0 Nays 
 

Treasurer’s Report Attached & Made Part of Minutes. 
 
 
ATTORNEY:   None 
 



MANAGED CARE:  
 

MONTHLY REPORT:  Report submitted and reviewed by Ms. Setzer QualCare. Ms. 
Setzer said as May 26th the scheduling of new surgeries resumed.  The facilities will test 
the patients for Covid-19 and they will conduct the symptom screenings prior.  Once that 
has been completed the patient must quarantine three days prior to the surgery and the 
facilities are prioritizing the surgeries. 
 
 

Report Made Part of the Minutes. 
 
SAFETY DIRECTOR:  
 

MONTHLY REPORT:  Monthly report submitted and reviewed by Safety Director 
Brian Maitland.  Mr. Maitland said currently all visits have been suspended but the Safety 
Director is available by phone, email, Zoom meetings or participation in your safety 
meetings.  The Expo has been cancelled for June and waiting to make a decision on 
September as we are in a wait and see position. Safety Director said on a positive note JA 
Montgomery launched MSI Now which is safety video trainings that are on demand 
through the Safety Institute with over 130 videos that can be viewed.  Last week 
schedules were sent out for the MSI webinars, with in person trainings cancelled 
indefinitely. The webinars can host over 500 people that will be interactive with a live 
instructor and moderator.  DEP has approved the TCHs for any of those classes.   
 

Report Made Part of Minutes. 
 
 

CLAIMS:   Chairman Pestana said the claims were reviewed by the Executive Committee 
earlier this morning a motion to approve the PARs would be in order.   
  
 
 MOTION TO APPROVE PAYMENT AUTHORIZATION REQUESTS  

 
  Moved:   Commissioner Gianforte 

Second:   Commissioner Brand  
Roll Call Vote: 7 Ayes, 0 Nays 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  NONE 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  NONE 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  NONE 
 

MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
 
   Moved:   Commissioner Gianforte 
   Second:   Commissioner Brand 
   Vote:    Unanimous 



 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED:        11:03 am 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING:  June 24, 2020    
Karen A. Read, Assisting Secretary 
 
  For 
Bernard Rutkowski, SECRETARY 
Date Prepared: - June 15, 2020 


